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Last In His Class

GC Mike Talbot’s first Novel

“

Last In His Class

"It is among the most basic human truths:  
Every one of us, some day, will be brought to our knees. By a diagnosis we didn't expect, a phone call we can't imagine, 
or a loss we cannot endure. That common humanity inspires our mercy. It fortifies our compassion. It drives us to look 
out for the sick, the elderly, the poor, and the most vulnerable among us.  
We must decide, instead, to take care of each other -- because, but for the grace of God, we will all one day wake up in 
need of a little mercy. 
This nation's character has never been defined by the power we give the already strong -- but by the strength we give 
the weak. " 
            Joseph Kennedy II 
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On Saturday, May 6th Oregon’s Pythian Sisters 
gathered in Eugene for their District Convention. 
Since DDGC Julie Lozano was unable to attend due 
to illness, PSR Vesta Poteete was asked to preside 
over the meetings. It was a lovely day with school of 
instruction and much visiting with old friends and 
new. Next year’s District Convention will be held in 
Hillsboro, hosted by Ivanette Temple #68.  



ED YATES AT 503-806-5359 OR DON ALLEN 503-715-6312. 
 

15800 State Recreation Road, LaPine
Located next to the Deschutes River, it’s the ideal spot for 
swimming, boating, picnicking and hiking. Fly casting for brown 
and rainbow trout in the Deschutes River is also a favorite 
pastime. The campground is the perfect home base for visiting 
attractions in the area, including Newberry National Volcanic 
Monument. The park is also home to Oregon’s largest ponderosa 
pine. Nicknamed “Big Red,” the tree is 191’ tall, with a 
circumference of 326 inches and may be in excess of 500 years 
old. It is also recognized as an Oregon Heritage Tree. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:  
THURSDAY & FRIDAY EVENINGS—Meet & Greet with other Pythians, 
Family and Friends 
FRIDAY DINNER—Cowboy Dinner Tree Restaurant—$35 per person—
RSVP by July 1st with meal choice of chicken or steak 
SATURDAY MORNING—10:00am—High Desert Museum 
SATURDAY EVENING—6:00pm BBQ Dinner—Meat provided by Grand 
Lodge. Everyone is requested to bring a potluck (covered dish) to share. 
Drinks will be provided. Bring your own plates, silverware, AND CHAIRS.. 
SUNDAY—8:30am Group breakfast will be provided by Grand Lodge. Bring 
your own plates, silverware AND CHAIRS . 
Grand Council meeting will follow breakfast. 

**If you are going and not renting a campsite, please call ahead of time so we 
can plan for dinner and breakfast.** 
 

Years and years ago when, 
long before there was an old 
shack under what is now the 
Cowboy Dinner Tree 
(Restaurant), the ranchers 
from Paisley, Summer Lake 
and Silver Lake pushed their 
cattle through Sycan trail 
enroute to the lush 
meadows of the Sycan 
Marsh.  
By the time the cowboys had 
moved the cattle from Silver 
Lake lakebed to the Dinner 
Tree, it was considered the 
half-way point. There, the 
chuck wagon was waiting to 
serve up some buckaroo 
beans and biscuits.  
Today after all these many 
years, the Cowboy Dinner 
Tree  still serves up the 
beans and bread, along with 
a slab of beef that most 
cowboys would only dream of on the trail! 
JOIN US FOR A TASTE OF THE REAL OLD WEST! 
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Article and Photo submitted by: Ken Heininge, 
Diana Lodge #63; McMinnville, OR 
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City of Angels ($27) 
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Dear Sisters, Brothers, Family and Friends, 
Congratulations to all Oregon Pythians on the fine work that 
you’re doing in your communities. Keep waving that Pythian 
banner and offer your hand in friendship to keep our Order 
moving forward and strong.  
I hope to see many of you in July for our Pythian Fun Days in 
Central Oregon. Brothers Don Allen and Ed Yates have put 
much effort into this year’s plans. Check out the information 
on Page 8 and call Don or Ed to register right away.  
As the 4th of July approaches, please take a moment to thank 
our servicemen and women, both past and present—as 
well as their families. It is due to their sacrifice that we have 
the privilege of feeling safe here at home and enjoy the many 
freedoms that we have here in the USA. Freedom is not free! 
This summer also marks the Imperial DOKK and Nomad 
Convention in August. This is a fun time of gathering of 
old friends and new. These organizations are the “fun” side of 
our group and do much Humanitarian Work for our Orders.  
Please take a look at the OPN Booster List. We appreciate 
your support so we can keep mailing the OPN to our Boosters 
+ longtime members who may not have access to email.  
We hope to have a 3rd issue in late Summer, before Oregon 
Grand, so keep those articles aid pictures coming my 
way! Speaking of which, I offer my thanks to all of the “elves” 
who help make the OPN great by 
contributing articles and photos. Special 
thanks to Shelley Corby for terrific proofing!  
With Pythian Friendship, 
Kathlene D.L. Henry, PSC 
Editor, Oregon Pythian News 

Updated OPN Booster List:

NAME 
Booster 

Date 
# NAME 

Booster 
Date 

1 Betty Alexander Nov 2017 17 Julie Lozano Oct 2017 

2 Tanya Bancroft Oct 2017 18 Judy Murchison May 2018 

3 Cheryl Bergman Apr 2017 19 Maureen Murphy Oct 2017 

4 Kimberly Brown Apr 2017 20 Kaye Pomerleau Oct 2017 

5 Barb Christopher May 2017 21 Vesta Poteete Oct 2018 

6 Irene Clink Oct 2017 22 Linda Reyburn Oct 2018 

7 Beverly Cox Oct 2017 23 Ted Rolle June 2023 

8 Bea Cragun Oct 2018 24 Ann Ross Apr 2017 

9 Shelley Corby Oct 2017 25 Carlene Saria Oct 2017 

10 
Margaret  

Grochocki Oct 2017 26 Sherri Sievert Lee Oct 2017 

11 Helmet Lodge Feb 2025 27 Rachelle Sievert Oct 2017 

12 Kathlene Henry Oct 2017 28 Jennifer Smith Nov 2017 

13 Kathi Jamison Oct 2017 29 
Bruce & Marilyn 

Stevens 
Oct 2019 

14 Arlene Kimball Oct 2017 30 Carolyn Swanson Oct 2017 

15 Don Lacy Oct 2017 31 Paula Talbot Oct 2017 

16 Jan Leatham Oct 2017 32 Donna Zinchuk Oct 2017 

To become an OPN Booster, make a $10 check payable to: 
“Grand Lodge of Oregon—OPN” and mail it to:  

Kathlene Henry, OPN Editor, PO Box 40713, Portland, OR 97240.



17180 SW Hart Way, Aloha OR 97007 
Telephone: 503-259-9850 
Email: blueorkyd@aol.com 

19410 SW Celebrity Street, Aloha OR 97007 
Telephone: 503-591-2111  
Email: barbchristopher@hotmail.com 

19410 SW Celebrity Street, Aloha OR 97007 
Telephone: 503-591-2111  
Email: barbchristopher@hotmail.com 



July 14 to 17—Pythian Fun Weekend — LaPine — See article 
on page 8 for details 
July 15 (Friday)—Dinner at Cowboy Dinner Tree Restaurant—
$35 per person—Reservation Deadline: July 1—Call Don Allen 
July 22 (Saturday) NOON-3:00pm—Ivanhoe/Ivanette Joint 
BBQ Picnic—All are welcome. Bring food to share if you wish. 
August 5-9 - Imperial DOKK-Nomad’s Convention—Westlake, 
Ohio—See article on page 14 for details. 
August 11-13 (Friday-Sunday)—20th Annual North Plains 
Garlic Festival—for more info see: www.funstinks.com (no 
pets allowed) 
August 26 (Saturday)—Gaston’s Wapato Showdown Car 
Show—For more info see: www.wapatoshowdown.org 
September 15-17 - Washington Grand Convention—Yakima 
WA at the Howard Johnson Hotel (See page 18) 
October 20-22 Oregon Grand Convention:  

 Knights of Pythias’ Convention in Gaston 

 Pythian Sisters’ Convention in McMinnville 

 Hotel: Red Lion & Suites, McMinnville, OR 
       Hotel info on page 3; Registration forms on pages 16 & 17  
Please send details of your Pythian events to the OPN 
Editor and we’ll add them to the calendar in the next 

 


